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 Question 1 

Andy Biddle 7 

Technical Engineer for Assa Abloy UK Ltd

Tell us about the career journey you have been on since leaving STM?

 Question 2 

 Question 3 

What op�ons did you take at GCSE?

I was accepted on a 4 year appren�ceship where I studied Mechanical Engineering at OND and HNC level gaining my full qualifica�on 
as a Technical Engineer.  I am now a Senior Engineer training new appren�ces.  I am working towards Engineering Manager and 
studying for my degree in Manufacturing Engineering.  I work on new technology and use Solidworks CAD so�ware daily, it’s pre�y 
cool!  The best thing is I have all my training paid for whilst also being paid to work.  I also get travel around Europe and see new 
places.

I understand at Year 8 that it’s difficult to understand what you want to do when you leave school.  I had the same problem! I decided that 
the choices I make now will mean I will be studying these subjects for the next 3 years, so my advice will be to pick the ones you enjoy not the 
ones you need that way learning will come natural.  You have the rest of your career to then choose other areas of interest.  Don’t worry if 
you feel you have made the wrong choice, we live in a very diverse world and changes can always be made, stay posi�ve! I chose P.E, 
Geography and German.  I now work with German’s, so I made the right choice Ja! lol

To be honest, I was a li�le stuck and sort advice from my mom and brothers.  I used a logical approach.  I iden�fied the things I didn’t want to 
do, and I knew I didn’t want to study anymore and therefore I did not want to go to college or university.  I knew I wanted to earn money and 
learn a new interest.  Therefore I thought I would like to try an appren�ceship and started applying for jobs, it was the best choice I ever made.  
Remember, don’t put pressure on yourself, write down a list of what you would like to do and what you would not like to do and go from there.

What did you do a�er leaving STM?

 Question 4 

I would say it is important, but not cri�cal.  It is important because qualifica�ons open doors to various careers ini�ally, but schooling also 
teachers you respect, hard work and dedica�on, all valuable a�ributes that employers will look for as well as qualifica�ons.  However, if you do 
not gain all the qualifica�ons it’s not the end of the word, look at Richard Branson, Elon Musk, Elton John, all these people went from nothing 
to the big �me.  Anything is possible!
 

 Question 5 

Don’t be afraid to ask for help, I s�ll do! Don’t get stressed or worried, be happy and posi�ve, remember we can’t all be good at everything,
as long as you try your best and work hard, people won’t ask for anymore.
 

How important was schooling in helping you with your career path?

Do you have any advice for Year 8 students approaching there school-work to prepare for the future?


