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 Question 1 

Govind Sharma 7 

 Director/Chartered Accountant

Did you have a particular favourite subject studied during your time at STM?
Did you have a moment/memory in school where this subject interested/inspired you?

 Question 2 

 Question 3 

How did you decide what options to pick?
Can you remember the reasons why you came to these option subject choices?

It’s a close one between Business Studies and Geography. Business studies, naturally, was the prime driver towards a career journey I have 
pursued. And Geography was a firm personal favourite. Both were down to the great teachers at the time. I enjoyed the lessons - they were 
intuitive, fun, relevant and found something where I excelled best at. Special mentions to Mr Bowen and Ms Chatha – Business Studies. Mr 
Hicks and Mr Winfield – Geography. One special memory I had via Business Studies was when I became Managing Director on the first Young 
Enterprise Scheme in STM. “Mo Money” was the company and the whole experience was inspiring, as it provided me with a good range of 
skills ranging from entrepreneurial, teamwork, leadership and business operations. I highly recommend this opportunity to the students at 
STM as it also provides a GCSE grade on top of the valuable practical experience.

My options for GCSE’s were Geography, German Language, I.C.T, Young Enterprise and Business Studies. It wasn’t easy for me at the time as I wasn’t 
completely sure where I was headed in my career route. I solely left this exercise on the basis of the subjects that I may enjoy and those I strongly felt 
would provide me with enough variety, exposure and substance to keep the pool of careers open in the future, in particular when it came to A level 
selection – next hurdle. I chose Mathematics, Business Studies and Biology for my A Levels and General Studies and Chemistry for my A/S Levels. It was 
a difficult choice, as I was stuck between a career in Medicine or Accountancy at this point. Both the fields interested me, so I was curious to obtain 
more knowledge during my A level studies. Looking back at the selections and how my career has shaped out I would have dropped both the science 
subjects and chosen those I particularly liked e.g. Geography and Languages. Arty subjects.

STM provided me with the valuable skills and good education to secure my first choice university place at the University of Durham in 2005.
I graduated in BSC Accounting & Finance with a 2:1 which allowed me to apply for the Big 4 accounting corporations and SME practices for a graduate 
training contract. I secured my place at Pricewaterhouse Coopers during a time where credit crunch had impacted so many jobs, competition was high 
and contracts were difficult to obtain. I was fortunate to be able to train for my accountancy professional qualification in Gibraltar. Gibraltar offered me 
with an all-round set of skills, auditing a variety of companies in the Banking, Insurance, and Gaming sector etc and the opportunity to travel around 
Europe for work. Insurance was an area that I particularly enjoyed and subsequently was recommended for the Management Accountant position in my 
3rd year of profession for a London based company in Gibraltar, R&Q Insurance Services Management. After a few years with R&Q in Gibraltar, I 
internally relocated to the London branch and furthered my insurance specialism within the Lloyd’s of London Insurance Market. I then went onto set up 
my own consultancy company, acting as a Director, offering accounting services specifically within insurance syndicate finance, reporting and project 
management. Some of my consultancy work has led me to some great places - Bermuda, New York and Boston.

Tell us about the career journey you have been on since leaving STM

 Question 4 

The subjects selected have helped in shaping my career but as mentioned above I would have dropped the science subjects and selected others. Also, 
with the knowledge I have now for a career in accountancy, it’s important to select subjects that you prefer and good at that will ensure the required 
grades for university entry (important). Business studies will help (provides relevant acumen), Accounting if available and the rest could be optional. I 
also know candidates who have graduated with Music and Geography degrees who have become successful qualified accountants with the Big 4 
accountancy firms. So they do consider a great pool of candidates from different subjects and majors. In my situation, BSC Accounting and Finance 
helped me in obtaining certain accountancy exemptions (7 exams), which meant I did less examinations towards the accountancy qualification when I 
started my career. Other majors have to do all the 14 examinations if no exemptions provided at University. A career in Accountancy is a fairly straight-
forward roadmap. There are many routes you can take as such you don’t have to go to university either and can just apply for a training contract post A 
Levels studies. But then you limit your chances in further studies, masters, MBA or the valuable skills you obtain during university studies.

I would not change my university experience.

 Question 5 

I would advise to take a similar approach i.e. list down the subjects that you may enjoy or interest you. GCSE options are quite broad as it is, so don’t 
stress if you’re unsure on the career path you want to take as by the time A Level studies arise, you’ll have more clarity based on the grades you achieve 
from GCSEs and the career education resource at STM. Also, please don’t be afraid to ask for help! If you want more insight on a particular option, then 
no harm in asking a specialised teacher for further guidance, who can run through the curriculum with you too. In respect of school-work – be 
disciplined, be organised, dedicate time practicing after school hours when required and most importantly trust your teacher’s advice. They know best! 
These skills are required in any work place and if you adopt these from now it offers a good balance going forward. Work hard play hard mentality.
 

How did they help you with your career?

Do you have any advice for our Year 8 students before picking their options and
how they should be approaching their school-work to prepare for the future?


