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 Question 1 

Bethany Davies Lawrence

Recruiting and Assessing Social Worker

Did you have a particular favourite subject studied during your time at STM?
Did you have a moment/memory in school where this subject interested/inspired you?

 Question 2 

 Question 3 

Do you feel that your options choices impacted the career path you are on?

At STM I absolutely loved Health and Social Care and this is where my confidence and passion for working within the social care sector came from. 
Health and Social care taught me a lot about myself, I had never been particularly academic but this course and the teachers showed me that I was 
actually quite good at something and it was only when Mrs Leeke (at the time) and Mrs Wilmore encouraged me to go to university rather than the 
side step I was planning. I then decided to push myself as I thought “nothing ventured nothing gained” and my side step would still be there if I wasn’t 
accepted on to the course. Fast Forward 17 years and here I am returning to study again! I am very thankful for the support and confidence that the 
teachers at STM saw in me and endeavour to do the same with the students that I will be working with.

The options that I picked were double advanced Health and Social care, Leisure and Tourism and Sociology. Health and Social care and Sociology have 
most definitely geared the path that I have embarked on as this was a requirement for both of my degrees and Leisure Tourism has just ignited my 
love for travel and when working as a Social Worker, a holiday is most definitely needed!!

After finishing my A levels at STM I went to university and studied Early Childhood studies which provided me with all the fundamental knowledge I 
needed. However, I was still lacking in practical understanding, so I gained some experience working in a school as a teaching assistant, in a women’s 
refuge working with victims of domestic abuse and also with children with special needs and disabilities. Once I had obtained this experience, I then 
returned to University to complete a Masters in Social Work. On completion of this course, I worked as a Local Authority Social Worker in frontline 
safeguarding working with children and families. I then moved onto become a Supervising Social Worker working in fostering. Furthermore, I am due to 
return to University in September to complete my Practice Educator course which will enable me to mentor student social workers throughout their 
social work degrees.
 

Tell us about the career journey you have been on since leaving STM

 Question 4 

Trust your teachers, they want you to succeed and will have your back!
Choose subjects that you enjoy, not what people assume you should study and most importantly enjoy it. I wish I could go back and do it all again.

Good Luck!!

What advice would you give to your 13 year-old self if there were just about to make options
choices? Do you have any advice for our Year 8 students before picking their options and how
they should be approaching their school-work to prepare for the future?


