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 Question 1 

Stephen Gleeson 7 

Chartered Financial Advisor with HSBC UK

Did you have a par�cular favourite subject studied during your �me at STM?
Did you have a moment/memory in school where this subject interested/inspired you?

 Question 2 

 Question 3 

How did you decide what op�ons to pick?
Can you remember the reasons why you came to these op�on subject choices?

My favourite subject at school was business studies and I can s�ll vividly remember many of Mr Bowen’s lessons! One par�cular 
memory is a project in which we had to create a new business and produce a business plan. Mine was a newsagent shop and I can 
remember going deep down the rabbit hole with profit margins and expenses. I think this is the point I realised just how much 
business and finance interested me.

At A-Level, I studied Business Studies, Accoun�ng and Psychology. I just found all three really interes�ng and could see how I would use them in the 
future as my mind was already set on the world of finance.

I started working for HSBC bank two days a�er my last A-Level exam in 2001. I started working on the counter- as everyone had to- and worked my way 
up through many different roles. I have worked in branch management and mortgages in the past but for the last nine years, I have been a Financial 
Advisor. A�er many years of exams I achieved ‘chartered’ status in 2019. I have a por�olio of 600 of the organisa�on’s wealthiest customers and it is my 
job to look a�er their financial planning needs in areas such as investments, pensions and inheritance tax planning.
 

Tell us about the career journey you have been on since leaving STM

 Question 4 
My advice to my 13-year-old self would be to make sure you pick something you are interested in and can see being useful in the future.
Things are so much easier if you enjoy what you do and find it interes�ng. Your working life is too long to spend doing something you do not enjoy.
 

 Question 5 
My advice to year 8 students on school work is to take pride in it and never let your name be associated with anything poor or substandard.
Your reputa�on will stay with you throughout your life- let that be a good thing not a bad thing.
 

What advice would you give to your 13 year-old self if there were just about to
make op�ons choices?

Do you have any advice for our current Year 8 students?


