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Question 1

Years at STM:

7

Head of Private Client (Solicitor) and Partner

How did you decide what op�ons to pick?
Can you remember the reasons why you came to these op�on subject choices?

The options I took at GCSE were History, Music and Business Studies and Design Technology. History really helped me as it teaches you how to look at
diﬀerent bits of information and analyse it to make decisions and conclusions based on evidence – very useful for law! Business Studies has also been really
helpful as half of the job of being a solicitor is running a business and working with other people who own businesses. I did design technology because I
really enjoyed it and thought I would do well because I enjoyed it. Music was an odd one for me because at that time it was a choice only between Music,
Art or PE. I am not an artist so that was not a choice and I am very uncoordinated and didn’t enjoy PE at school so Music was the least worst option – but I
think the choices are more mixed now! For A Levels I took English because I both enjoyed it and it is a solid all round option for law, history for the same
reasons I chose it for my GCSE options, French as I loved the language and General Studies as this was a good option to help grow debating skills. It’s hard
to choose a single favourite subject but History probably won for my options – I loved learning about the Chartists and the second world war, especially
being able to look at pictures, diary extracts and real artefacts on a visit to the Imperial War Museum in London. I also enjoyed English because I love to
read and it was fun to read plays as well as books and also to be able to go to the theatre or watch diﬀerent ﬁlms taking a diﬀerent interpretation of a story
or play.

Question 2

Tell us about the career journey you have been on since leaving STM

Since leaving STM, I went oﬀ to university (University of Liverpool) to study Law for 3 years covering essential subjects to qualify as a Solicitor and some
optional subjects which I thought I would enjoy and would help me. I then studied the Legal Practice Course in Birmingham at what is now called the
University of Law. This is a course to teach people some of the practice and procedure about being a Solicitor. This was followed by 2 years as a Trainee
Solicitor where I moved around 4 diﬀerent areas of law to see which one I wanted to do long term. This helped me to know Private Client law (which is
helping people who can’t make ﬁnancial decisions for themselves to manage their money, writing wills for people and dealing with the estates of people
who have died) was the right area for me. I qualiﬁed and stayed with the same ﬁrm where I have been for 15 years and have worked my way up from
Trainee Solicitor to Partner and Head of Department.

Question 3

What advice would you give to your 13 year-old self if there were just about to
make op�ons choices?

If you can choose subjects that you enjoy or have an interest in as you have to work hard so if you enjoy something it makes making the eﬀort a bit
easier. Try to choose a mix of subjects – even if you have an idea what you might like in the future, having a mixed set of skills and learning experiences is
good; and don’t worry too much about choosing the ‘right’ options for your future – at 13 you might think you know what you want to do or what the
future holds but there are new jobs and opportunities coming along all the time – the job you might end up doing might not have been invented yet! So
concentrate on learning how to learn and the skills subjects teach you so you can use those skills in the future – even if the subject speciﬁc knowledge
isn’t exactly what you need.

Question 4

Do you have any advice for our current Year 8 students?

As you are thinking about your options, do your research. If there are options you don’t know about or haven’t heard of, explore them. Find out more
information. See if you can get some more information from teachers, other students, the internet or library so you make the right choice not just
choose what you know. In terms of studying, work hard, ask questions, be interested and explore the subject. Remember no everything will be fun or
interesting but there will always be bits of it that are so look out for those. Make good notes to study and revise from and work hard – but also make
time for rest and exercise too. A study timetable is a really good thing to have and try to stick to and will set you up well for working life too.

