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Dear Parents and Carers,  

As you will know from the numerous communication over the last number of days, we have been made 

aware as a school that a number of students belonging to our school community in both Year 11 and 

Sixth Form have tested positive for COVID 19. 

We have been advised that this is now considered as a mass outbreak.  

As numbers have grown over the last 48 hours with particular reference to the last 24 hours, I have had 

need to send 40 members of staff home as they have been in close proximity to the students who have 

tested positive across both Year groups. In addition, I have also had need to send ten members of our 

support staff home and our Catering Team have sent three of their team home. In each case the 

member of staff, regardless of where they are based, will now need to self-isolate for fourteen days and 

may require testing should they develop symptoms. 

As per current guidance and regulations, we have contacted the Parents and Carers of the students in 

both Years 11 and Sixth Form who have been in close proximity to the students who have tested 

positive and have provided them with all necessary advice and guidance. It is essential that Year 11 

students self-isolate until 28th October, and Sixth Form students self-isolate until 30th October. 

Whilst we have been able to operate today, the current circumstances provide grave concerns for the 

smooth running of school for the coming week. We have given careful consideration to the impact our 

seriously depleted staffing levels will have on what should happen in the classroom, adequate levels of 

supervision as our children arrive and leave school in addition to the levels of supervision required 

during all breaks and lunchtimes, not to mention ensuring that our pastoral care, first aid and catering 

provision can remain fit for purpose. 

Having reflected upon the situation in hand and having discussed matters with both Public Health 

England and Local Health Protection ‘West Midlands West’, the advisory team at the Archdiocese, the 

LA and our Chair of Governors, I am taking the decision to close our school for all year groups as of this 

evening, Friday October 16th. This means that as of Monday coming, October 19th, all students must 

remain at home.  

I hope that as Parents and Carers you will understand that as Head teacher the last thing I would wish to 

do is to interrupt the great work that takes place on a daily basis here at St Thomas More Catholic 

School but ultimately I must and will always consider the safety and well-being of the children in my 

care and the staff I work closely with each day. 

Work will be issued daily for all children on Show My Homework with a very clear expectation that 

this is completed and returned either via Show My Homework or via student email.  
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Staff will monitor engagement and progress being made by our students with the tasks set and will 

respond to queries and requests for help and support. Students are welcome to communicate with staff 

across the evening but I would ask that they understand that staff may not be able to respond 

immediately. 

In addition, should students and/or Parents and Carers wish to communicate any pastoral or concerns 

regarding well-being you are most welcome to use our Sharp system, the directions of which are to be 

found on our website. 

During the next two weeks our school building will undergo a stringent process of deep cleaning 

allowing for both students and staff to return to a safe, clean and fit for purpose learning environment 

on Monday November 2nd. 

We know that you may find this concerning but we are continuing to monitor the situation and are 

working closely with Public Health England. As explained earlier, letter is to inform you of the current 

situation and provide advice on how to support your child. Please be reassured that for most people, 

coronavirus (COVID-19) will be a mild illness. 

What to do if your child develops symptoms of COVID 19  

If your child develops symptoms of COVID-19, they should remain at home for at least 10 days from the 

date when their symptoms appeared. Anyone with symptoms will be eligible for testing and this can be 

arranged via https://www.nhs.uk/ask-for-a-coronavirus-test or by calling 119.   

All other household members who remain well, must stay at home and not leave the house for 14 days. 

This includes anyone in your ‘Support Bubble’. 

Further information is available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-

home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection  

The 14-day period starts from the day when the first person in the house became ill. 

Household members should not go to work, school or public areas and exercise should be taken within 

the home.  

If you require help with buying groceries, other shopping or picking up medication, or walking a dog, you 

should ask friends or family. Alternatively, you can order your shopping online and medication by phone 

or online. 

Household members staying at home for 14 days will greatly reduce the overall amount of infection the 

household could pass on to others in the community 

If you are able, move any vulnerable individuals (such as the elderly and those with underlying health 

conditions) out of your home, to stay with friends or family for the duration of the home isolation 

period. 

Informing the school about COVID-19 test results 

If any students receive a positive or negative COVID-19 test result please inform the school by emailing 

postbox@st-thomasmore.walsall.sch.uk 
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Symptoms 

The most common symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) are recent onset of: 

 a new continuous cough 
 a high temperature 
 a loss of, or change in, your normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia) 

 

For most people, coronavirus (COVID-19) will be a mild illness. 

If your child does develop symptoms, you can seek advice from the nhs.uk website at 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/check-if-you-have-coronavirus-symptoms/. If you 

are concerned about your child’s symptoms, or they are worsening you can seek advice from NHS 111 at 

https://111.nhs.uk/ or by phoning 111. 

How to stop COVID-19 spreading 

There are things you can do to help reduce the risk of you and anyone you live with getting ill with 

COVID-19 

Do 

 wash your hands with soap and water often – do this for at least 20 seconds  
 use hand sanitiser gel if soap and water are not available 
 wash your hands as soon as you get home 
 cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or your sleeve (not your hands) when 

you cough or sneeze 
 put used tissues in the bin immediately and wash your hands afterwards 

 

Further Information 

Further information is available at https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/  

May I conclude this letter by once again thanking you as Parents and Carers for your patience, 

understanding and encouragement. This is trying time for all of us and I am extremely appreciative of 

the faith and trust you place in us as a school. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Mrs S. M. Bowen 

Head teacher 
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