
 

 

Happy Feast Day ! 
Dear All, 
 

Due to Covid 19 we have had many ‘firsts’ this year, not least the first ever time that exams have not been sat 
across the country.  Even during the Second World War there are stories of children returning from air raid  
shelters to resume their exams.  Some will be sad that they did not get to bear witness to all the work they have 
done over recent months and years, others I know will give a big cheer!  
 

Today we celebrate our school patron, St Thomas More.  He knew what it was like to have his plans for life  
disrupted also.  He was called to bear witness, not to how much he had achieved or how much he had studied, 
but instead to his belief that God must come first.   
 

In the picture above you can see him holding a palm branch which is a symbol of martyrdom.  He put God first 
by holding firm to what he believed was right and just.  This cost him his life.  The word ‘Martyr’ means to ‘bear 
witness’.  We are called, hopefully not by having to give up our lives, to bear witness to what is right and just  
also.  So many people in our world, our new healthcare and key worker ‘heroes’ do this day in and day out 
through their actions of serving others.  We are all being challenged to think of how we can bear witness to the 
fact that ‘Black Lives Matter’ as well.  
 

Today then, as we celebrate our Patron, it would be a good time to think and pray  
about how we can bear witness to our faith and how we can reflect our love  
of God by serving others also.  What positive ‘first’ can you put into action today? 

 

Prayers for everyone continuing from us all in the St. Newman Cluster. 
 

God bless, 
                Father Craig 


