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Why study Music Performance at Level 
3?



What will you study?

Students will complete 4 units over the 2 year course 
2/4 units = externally assessed exams: 
Unit 2 – Professional Practice in the Music Industry 
Unit 3 – Ensemble Music Performance

2/3 units = internally assessed: 
Unit 1 – Practical Music Theory and Harmony
Optional unit of their choice based on skill strengths



Who is the qualification for?

• The Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Music Performance is intended to be an Applied General 
qualification. It is for post-16 learners who want to continue their education through applied learning and who 
aim to progress to higher education and ultimately to employment, possibly in the music sector or the creative 
sector as a whole. The qualification is equivalent in size to one A Level and aims to provide a coherent course of 
study covering both performance and the music industry. It is designed to be taken alongside other Level 3 
qualifications. No prior study of the sector is needed, but learners should normally have a range of achievement 
at level 2, in GCSEs or equivalent qualifications.



What does this qualification cover?

• The content of this qualification has been developed in consultation with academics to ensure that it supports progression 

to higher education. Employers and professional bodies have also been involved and consulted to confirm that the content 

is appropriate and consistent with current practice for learners planning to enter employment directly in the music sector. 

Learners taking this qualification will study three mandatory units: • Unit 1: Practical Music Theory and Harmony • Unit 
2: Professional Practice in the Music Industry • Unit 3: Ensemble Music Performance. Learners choose one optional unit. 
These have been designed to support progression to more specialist music courses in higher education and to link with 

relevant occupational areas, such as: • composing music • improvising music • solo performance. 



What could this qualification lead to?

• In addition to the music sector-specific content outlined above, this qualification gives learners transferable and higher-order skills that are 
valued by higher education providers and employers, for example performance techniques, communication skills, team working. It also gives 
learners an opportunity to focus on their personal vocal/instrumental technique. The qualification is intended to carry UCAS points and is 
recognised by higher education providers as contributing to meeting admission requirements for many courses, if it is taken alongside other 
qualifications as part of a two-year programme of learning, and it combines well with a large number of subjects. It will support entry to 
higher education courses in a wide range of disciplines, depending on the subjects taken alongside it. For learners who wish to study an 
aspect of music in higher education, opportunities include: • BA (Hons) in Performing Arts, if taken alongside an A Level in English Literature 
and a Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Performing Arts • BA (Hons) in Music Industry Management, if taken alongside a 
Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Diploma in Business • BA (Hons) in Music Business and Arts Management, if taken alongside a Pearson BTEC 
Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Business and an A Level in Art. Learners should always check the entry requirements for degree 
programmes with specific higher education providers.



How does this qualification provide 
employability skills?

• In the BTEC National units, there are opportunities during the teaching and learning phase to give learners practice in 
developing employability skills. Where employability skills are referred to in this specification, we are generally referring to
skills in the following three main categories: • cognitive and problem-solving skills: using critical thinking, approaching 
non-routine problems by applying expert and creative solutions, using systems and technology • interpersonal skills: 
communicating, working collaboratively, negotiating and influencing, self-presentation • intrapersonal skills: self-
management, adaptability and resilience, self-monitoring and development. There are also specific requirements in some 
units for assessment of these skills where relevant, for example where learners are required to undertake real or simulated 
activities.



COMPULSARY
UNIT 1: 
PRACTICE 
MUSIC 
THEORY AND 
HARMONY

Unit in brief: Learners 
develop knowledge and 
understanding of music 
theory and harmony, and
apply their understanding 

in practical scenarios.

In this unit, you will develop an understanding of 
the signs and symbols associated with the 

notation of pitch and the elements of music. 

You will learn how to interpret both traditional 
and alternate forms of notation with a high 

degree of accuracy. 

You will learn how scales are constructed and 
apply them to compose melodies, and how to use 
chords and progressions in different ways when 

making music

Through a composition or arrangement, you will 
gain a secure and thorough understanding of a 
variety of types of chords and learn to apply 

them with high levels of skill and proficiency in 
the use of harmony.

You will use this learning to produce a piece of 
musical notation that fully articulates your 

intentions so that they can be efficiently realised 
and interpreted in a performance situation.

Learning aims In this unit you will: 
A Examine the signs and symbols 

used in musical notation 
B Explore the application of melodic 

composition based on musical 
elements

C Explore the application of chords 
and cadences for composition or 

arrangement 
D Produce correct musical notation for 

performance.



COMPULSARY UNIT 2: 
PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE IN 
THE MUSIC INDUSTRY

• Learners explore what it is that makes someone a professional in 
the music industry and how to put forward a bid for work. 

• In this unit, you will gain an understanding of what is meant by 
the term ‘professional practice’ as well as what it means to be a 
freelancer working in the music industry. You will understand the 
professional skills that are important in the industry and learn the 
importance of financial management, effective interpersonal skills 
and working with others. The unit emphasises the importance of 
continual self-development in a rapidly-changing sector and how 
essential it is to communicate clearly to give you the best chance 
when competing for roles in the industry



COMPULSARY UNIT 3: ENSEMBLE MUSIC 
PERFORMANCE

Learners work as part of a musical ensemble and develop their skills and techniques 
in rehearsal and performance.

In this unit, you will become part of a musical group and will develop your ensemble skills by taking part in 
rehearsals. As an ensemble, you will be given a list of songs from which you must choose three. You will then 
learn, rehearse and perform these songs to an audience. You will also provide a presentation on how you used 
different techniques, stylistic and musical elements in the musical parts you performed. To complete the 
assessment task within this unit, you will need to select and apply learning from across your programme. 



OPTIONAL
UNIT 4: 
COMPOSING 
MUSIC

Learners explore 
composing music from 
the initial stages to the 

final product, 
developing skills for 

composition in a variety 
of styles.

In this unit, you will look at how composers 
work, using the same fundamental building 
blocks across all styles and genres. You will 

explore musical material, developing your ideas 
into a final composition using acoustic or 

electronic instruments. This unit gives you a 
good foundation in composition techniques, 
giving you the skills you need to be able to 

study in higher education or to seek 
employment as a freelance composer in a 

competitive industry.

Learning aims In this 
unit you will: A 

Examine compositional 
techniques 

B Explore original 
musical material 

C Develop an original 
composition.



OPTIONAL UNIT 5: MUSIC 
PERFORMANCE SESSION 
STYLES

• Learners explore the styles of music encountered in the role of a 
modern session musician. 

• In this unit, you will explore a range of genres and styles, 
investigating their scales, tonality, rhythms, riffs and groove. It will 
give you greater insight into the skills and knowledge needed to be 
a working session musician. You will develop your own musical skills 
as well as the skills of collaboration for performance in different 
settings, such as the recording studio and the stage.



OPTIONAL UNIT 6 – SOLO 
PERFORMANCE

Learners explore the preparation and performance of music as a soloist before 
performing in front of an audience.

In this unit, you will explore and practise the specific skills associated with performing as a soloist. These will include: how to engage your 
audience, stagecraft, as well as musical practice and rehearsal required. There are many hours of preparation and practice involved and you 
will develop the process – that all successful musicians undertake – of creative reflection in order to improve. This unit prepares you for 
studying performance as a soloist as well as for performing live. 


